EGS ASSESSMENT

28 OCTOBER 2004


CITY, COUNTY, STATE
SITE NAME 
INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL EXPEDITED GROUP SHELTER
GENERAL

Develop a name for the site and remain consistent with the name.  Typical names include park name, name of company owning the land, last name of private owner, etc.  Provide a brief description on the site – paved or unpaved – land use (park, abandoned airport, etc), approximate size, and approximate # of trailers that could fit on the site.  
A team from the Temporary Housing PRT and representatives from xxxx  evaluated the Rines Market site in Indiantown, Florida to evaluate the potential of using the designated area as an expedited group shelter.  Individuals present were:

Design team must complete the site assessment.  Ideally the team would consist of a Site Engineer, Sanitary Engineer, Electrical Engineer, and Environmental (NEPA Specialist) team member.  Although it is not always possible to have personnel available at the site at one time, all appropriate members of the team should visit the site and provide input into the assessment 
Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail
Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail

Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail

Generic Information

The assessment provided below considered potential site preparation needs, utility availability, environmental issues, ownership, and expediency in placing travel trailers ready for occupancy.  The quicker a site can be ready for trailers and occupancy, the more suitable it is as an expedient group shelter.

Points of Contact:
If property owner information is unknown, the real estate and GIS team members should track down the information.  Owner information is available through the local assessor’s office, which are often web based, or other local officials.  Contact information for the utility companies (e.g., power, water, sewer) and local government officials and other potential stakeholders should be acquired at the time of the initial assessment.  

Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail

Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail

Name, Organization, Phone Number, e-mail

SITE IDENTIFICATION:
Information should be acquired by the Real Estate & GIS team members.  As noted above, the local assessor’s office should have this information.
Property Address: 

Parcel Number & Legal Description:

GPS Coordinates: 
Site Capacity and layouts

Generic Information

As a general rule of thumb, an approximately 26 unit pod can be placed on one (1) acre of an unobstructed site.  Fences, buildings, and other structures will reduce the number of units that can be placed.  The standard travel trailer is 8-feet wide by 30-feet long.   Each site may also require ADA complaint units, which are larger than the standard units and will require more space.  Units are spaced a minimum of 10-feet apart.  Each site also requires a utility corridor, appropriate access lanes for emergency services and maintenance and service vehicles, and parking.  Detailed layouts are required to determine usable area and the actual number of units and parking that a site can accommodate.  Ideal expedited group shelter sites consist of large paved or open areas (5 acres or more that slope to one end) with easy access to water and electric service that require minimal if any site preparation (e.g., debris removal).  A sanitary sewer located on or adjacent to the site is also desirable to accommodate gravity sewers.

GENERAL SITE LOCATION
The site location maps should be developed prior to the site assessment.  Microsoft Streets and Trips is an easy program to use in developing site location maps.  This program, or a similar program, can be acquired at the nearest department or computer store.  In addition, there are many web-based sites that can be accessed to obtain this mapping information (e.g., http://www.mapquest.com/  or http://www.mapsonus.com/) Mapsonus.com is a good internet site which locates gps coordinates on the maps. The location maps could also be developed using GIS software.
Other potentially useful website is provided below:
http://www.florida-business-data.com/florida-county-gis.htm 
http://www.topozone.com/ 
http://edcsns17.cr.usgs.gov/EarthExplorer/ 
http://www.fema.gov/nfip/sitemap2.shtm 
http://www.esri.com/hazards/ 
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15225 SW Warfield Blvd.
Indiantown, FL 34956

OWNER:

Rines Properties, Inc.
P.O. Box 307
Indiantown, FL 34956
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=== Area of Interest

Martin Co. Roadways
Residential

Map by: LMcCafferty (Imccaffe@martin.fl.us)
Martin County Emergency Management
Date: Oct. 19, 2004
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Lease/MOU Potential:
If possible, the real estate team member should contact the land owner prior to, or at the time of, the site assessment to obtain information the owner’s interest in utilizing the property as an EGS.   Many times potential sites are eliminated because a lease (private owner) or memorandum of understanding (Government owner) can not be executed for the property.  Additional information to acquire includes all pertinent contact information for the land owner, any constraints that may be placed on the lease or MOU including time restraints, any constraints on signing an  agreement in a short time frame, any concerns by the land owner on placement of an EGS, a general site description, information from the land owner on available utilities.  
The site is owned by a private owner and a lease will be required.  The owner was contacted and indicated that he was agreeable to short-term use of the site for an EGS (up to 9 months).  Note that execution of a lease has historically delayed EGS implementation.  

Environmental:
Identification of any endangered or threatened species, cultural resources, hazardous waste, wetlands, etc on the site.  NEPA coordination should begin immediately and will involve a site visit by the environmental specialist.  Sites that are eligible for categorical exclusions are preferred.  In most cases a categorical exclusion is allowed when the site has been previously disturbed, there is minimal earthwork required, and no significant environmental or cultural resources are present.  If not eligible for a categorical exclusion an expedited environmental assessment is required, a delay of 2 weeks is common for the NEPA process on an expedited environmental assessment.  A Categorical exclusion can be done very quickly (1-2 days), but a site visit is still required.  

An environmental assessment may be required.  FEMA is currently reviewing to determine the need for an EA.  No endangered species or cultural resources were observed and there was no evidence of hazardous waste visible on the site.  There is debris strewn about the lot.  No potential wetlands were identified during the site visit. 

Existing Site Conditions:
Site Description:  Site description should contain information on the site location, a general description of land use in the surrounding area, site condition (paved or unpaved,  well or poorly drained), obstructions on site including debris, etc.), site accessibility, and concerns with the site (noise, safety, traffic, etc).  
Site Description.  The proposed site is located on the northeast side of SE Warfield Boulevard, bordered to the north by SW Trail Drive, the northeast by SW Osceola Street West, and on the south by SE Seminole Drive.  The lot is adjacent to the Rhines Market strip mall, a residential neighborhood, and a large wooded/undeveloped lot.  There is access to the lot from SW Trail Drive and SW Osceola Street West.  The proposed project area is a grassed lot.  

Topography:  A description of topography including drainage, obstructions, and environmental aspects.  The associated off site drainage systems should be investigated to ensure functionality of the existing systems.  During events these systems can become blocked with debris and associated materials.  Plan on remediating these in the construction contract if onsite or have local utility clean system prior to construction.    
Topography: The northwestern three-quarters of the lot are mostly sandy loam soils and the topography is relatively flat.  Approximately 150 feet from SE Seminole Drive the topography begins an approximate 15% downward grade with a change in soils from sandy loam to organic soils.   There exists a large drainage ditch that runs parallel to SE Warfield Boulevard without an access road into the lot.  There is a line of trees along SE Seminole Drive.  No endangered species or cultural resources were observed and there was no evidence of hazardous waste visible on the site.  There is debris strewn about the lot.  

Electric: A description on the location of the utility lines.  Coordination should be completed with the utility company prior to or during the site inspection to ensure that the existing electrical generation system is operation.  The location of the utility poles should be marked on the aerial with reference to the distance from a determined reference point.  A sketch should also be provided if the aerial does not provide enough detail.  GPS coordinates of each power pole is also useful information for possible future design.  The distance of the power supply from the site should be identified.  Important information includes identification of possible difficulties in running utility lines to the site (example – crossing a main road).  If utility lines are not in the area or power has not been restored to the area, generators would be required for the site.    
Electric: Utility lines run parallel to SW Trail Drive and SE Warfield Boulevard.  It is possible that service could be provided w/out ground disturbance (surface run), but cabling would have to be quite large as we would be down to 240/120 single phase. The local utility company indicated that service from the existing lines would not be a problem.  
Potable Water:  A description on the type and location of connection to municipal water.  Coordination should be completed with the utility company prior to or during the site inspection to ensure that the existing water system is operational, the water treatment system and water towers are operational, the water supply can handle the additional load, etc… The connection to a municipal water supply is usually at a fire hydrant or a stub-out from the water line.  The location of the connection should be marked on the aerial with reference to the distance from a determined reference point.  A sketch should also be provided if the aerial does not provide enough detail.  GPS coordinates of the municipal connection is also useful information for possible future design.  The distance from the water supply to the site should be identified.  Important information includes identification of possible difficulties in running the water lines (example – crossing a main road).  
Potable Water: Above ground water valve loop is located across the street adjacent to the Rines Market.  Trenching across SW Trail Dr. would be required to provide service to the site. The local utility company indicated that connection to the 6” line would not be a problem but would require additional coordination on the appropriate location.  The utility also indicated the line has sufficient capacity to handle the demand from the potential EGS.  
Sanitary Sewer:  The site should be closely inspected to identify any sewer manholes within or near the site.  Coordination should be completed with the utility company prior to or during the site inspection to ensure that the existing sewer system is operational, the existing treatment facility is operational, and the sewer system can handle the additional load without any additional upgrading.  The location of the sewer manholes should be marked on the aerial with reference to the distance from a determined reference point.  A sketch should also be provided if the aerial does not provide enough detail.  GPS coordinates of the sewer manholes is also useful information for possible future design.  The depth of each sewer manhole should be measured to determine if a gravity system is possible.  Important information includes identification of possible difficulties in running the sewer lines (example – sewer line crossing other utilities in the area).  If a gravity sewer is not possible in the area additional possibilities include polyethylene holding tanks, lift stations, or FAST systems.  Avoid above ground Polyethylene holding tanks if at all possible.  These need pumping on a daily basis (sometimes more often) and can easily become health hazards due to the high potential for spillage during pumping or overflow.  
Sanitary Sewer: Several sewer manholes were located immediately adjacent to the site..  The local utility company indicated that connection to the gravity sewer at one of the manholes would not be a problem.  The utility also indicated the sewer has sufficient capacity to handle the flow from the potential EGS. 

Utilities: Utilities Summary 

Utilities Summary:  Electrical, water, and sewer sewer service is readily available and the utilities have indicated that they can accommodate the anticipated demand.  Water service would require trenching. 

Site Preparation:  Site Preparation Summary 
Required Site Preparation: Minimal. Mowing, perhaps a small amount of brush clearing along SW Osceola St drainage ditch.  A few abandoned vehicles may need to be moved.

Estimate on potential number of units that can be placed on the site.  Identification of the best location for placement of travel trailers.  
Potential Trailer Placement:  The best location for trailer placement would be in the northwestern 75% of the site, which is bordered by SW Osceola St, SW Trail Dr, and SW Warfield Blvd. The remaining 25% of the site is marginal for use as stated in the topography discussion above.  Estimate that a maximum of 50 units could be placed on this site.

Summary of other defining site characteristics
Other.  Site is located in a  residential area. Vehicle access is good.

Ranking:  The ranking section was developed in series with the EGS Recommendations spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet utilizes the rankings below to compare potential EGS.
Ranking:

Good, Fair, Poor, or Investigation Not Completed 
Potential for Site Acquisition: Investigation not Completed - Private owner and lease will be required.  Lease issues can delay implementation.  Unknown if owner is willing to lease the property.
Good, Fair, Poor; Cleared, Issues, or Not Completed 
Environmental:  Fair-Not Completed.  No environmental issues were identified.  However,  FEMA is currently reviewing to determine the need for an EA or a categorical exclusion.

Good, Fair, Poor; Paved or Unpaved (Well Drained or Poorly Drained)

Site Condition: Good-Unpaved (Well Drained) Although the site is unpaved , the soil conditions and slope of the site allow for a well drained condition.  
None, Minor, or Extensive

Site Preparation:  Minor.  Requires no more than mowing.  Ground is smooth, setting and leveling trailers would be easy.  Some debris and vehicle removal may be required.


Good, Fair, Poor; Municipal or Water Truck

Water: Municipal.  Fair-Municipal.  A street crossing will be required to extend water service to the site.
Good, Fair, Poor; Municipal Gravity, Lift Station, FAST System, Polyethylene Holding Tanks, or undetermined.
Sewer: Good-Municipal.  Sanitary sewer service is available immediately adjacent to the site.
Good, Fair, Poor; Utility Power or Generators

Power:  Good-Utility Power.  Power lines near site and operational.
Overall  Ranking/Comments:  Overall, the site is a good candidate for an EGS site.  Executing a lease and conducting an environmental assessment, if needed, could delay EGS implementation.    
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Photos of Additional Sites
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Century EGS – Century, FL – Required Extensive Site Preparation to provide for Proper Drainage
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Fort Walton Beach EGS – Fort Walton Beach, Florida - Required Extensive Site Preparation to provide for Proper Drainage
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Saufley Field EGS, Pensacola, FL – No Site Preparation Required 
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Navarre Sports Complex EGS, Santa Rosa County, FL – No Site Preparation Required 
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General views of the site.
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GENERAL SITE LOCATION
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Site Name, Street, City, Town, Zipcode
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General views of the site.





Water loop and general view of the site.
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