Checklist for Felling of Trees:

                Requirement                                  Compliance?

	Have all equipment and tools been inspected to ensure compliance with manufacturers’ instructions and EM      385-1-1?  (para 31.A.04)   
	

	Do all chain saws have an automatic chain brake or kickback device? (para 13.F.01)
	

	Are chain saws started more than 10 ft from fuel containers? (para 13.F.04)
	

	Are chainsaws never fueled while running, while hot, or near an open flame (para 13.F.04)
	

	Is each chain saw’s idling speed adjusted so that the chain does not move when the engine is idling? (para 13.F.02)
	

	Are other controls such as cabling, roping, or taking the tree down in sections being considered when building structures or powerlines are close by? (para 31.C.01) 
	


	Are chainsaw operators wearing leg chaps, gloves, hard hats, face shields, and hearing and eye protection? (para 13.F.03)    
	

	Are chainsaws never used to cut above each operator’s shoulder height? (para 13.F.06)
	

	Has the area been cleared of brush, felled trees, and other obstacles and an escape route established? (para 31.C.02)
	

	Is the tree removal or trimming operation under the supervision of a qualified tree worker? (para 31.A.01)
	

	Are tree workers wearing approved safety saddles and climbing rope? (para 13.B.02)
	

	Do climbing ropes have a minimum diameter of ½ inch and are they constructed of non-propylene synthetic fiber having a minimum nominal breaking strength of 5400 lbs?  (para 31.B.01) 
	


	Is one end of each climbing rope tied to the pin of a 5/8” metal shackle and the other end tied off at the base of a tree or other acceptable anchor?  (para 31.B.04)   
	

	Are climbing ropes never used to raise or lower equipment or tree parts? (para 31.A.05)
	

	Before any worker removes the safety lanyard attached to an aerial lift (AL) basket and leaves the basket to get on a tree, the worker secures a safety line to the tree? (para 31.A.08)
	

	Before any worker disengages from a safety line on a tree to get into a AL basket, the worker secures a safety line to the basket? (para 31.A.08)
	

	Is the climbing rope always crotched as soon as a tree climber is aloft and a taut-line hitch tied and checked?  (para 31.B.05)
	

	Does each climber remain secured to the climbing rope while aloft? (para 31.B.06) 
	


	Do tree workers use tool belts/bags or raising/lowering devices for transporting tools, rather than their hands (para 31.B.07)   
	

	Are climbing spurs designed for tree climbing? (para 31.B.01)
	

	Are pole pruners, pole saws, and similar tools equipped with wood or nonmetallic poles? (para 31.E.01)
	

	Is a notch and backcut made for falling trees over 5 inches in diameter, with the depth of the notch being about 1/3 the diameter of the tree and the backcut made about 2 inches higher than the base of the notch to prevent kickback? (para 31.C.05)
	

	Do employees work on the uphill side of the tree, whenever possible? (para 31.C.06)
	

	Are all personnel safely out of the tree’s way and an audible warning provided immediately before a tree or limb is ready to fall? (para 31.C.01) 
	


	Are tree limbs removed to a height and width to allow the tree to fall clear of wires and other objects? (para 31.C.08)   
	

	If a tree may fall in the wrong direction, are wedges, cables, ropes, and/or block and tackle used to guide its fall? (para 31.C.08)
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