Your Personal Security on the Job and after Duty Hours while deployed for relief efforts.

Anchorage runs around the national average for most crimes, except for the extremely high rates of aggravated assaults and rapes that produce a relatively high overall crime rating.  Major factors in the local crime rate include excessive consumption of alcohol, the availability of drugs, and the spread of nationwide gangs into the Anchorage area.
Response personnel need to use common sense, on and off the job, to avoid becoming a victim of crime.  

Anchorage does not have “daylight only” or gang-controlled areas, and even the lowest-income neighborhoods have a diverse population where visitors do not immediately stand out.  However, the damage to lighting and the economic impacts of a disaster will result in increased criminal activity.
Persons unfamiliar with the area should follow the “buddy rule” when traveling outside of the main business areas, and should avoid any display of money or valuable property that would attract criminals.  Do not boast of the importance of your job or of other factors which might identify you as a lucrative target.  Most importantly, do not allow yourself to become impaired by alcohol (or other commodity).
On or off the job, do not engage others in any verbal discussions which could escalate into an argument.  If the situation starts to become tense, leave the area.
When working in impacted areas, make it obvious that you are performing official response duties.  It could be very dangerous to be mistaken for looters.  Also, be alert for potential illegal activities in the area—methamphetamine and marijuana production facilities are potential concerns, particularly in the more remote areas of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  However, local producers are less likely to use force to protect their production facilities than in other parts of the country.  Persons observing such activities should use discretion to avoid being perceived as a threat.
Response personnel should also take steps to prevent property theft, particularly from parked vehicles.  Unneeded items should be left at the office or the housing area; if an item must be left unattended in the car, it should be out of sight.

The Anchorage Police Department has jurisdiction throughout the Municipality of Anchorage, from Girdwood to Eklutna.  In the Matanuska-Susitna and Kenai Peninsula Boroughs, police departments are found only in incorporated cities; rural law enforcement is handled by the Alaska State Troopers.  State Wildlife Protection Officers are part of the State Troopers, and help enforce criminal and traffic laws as required.  In Anchorage and Fairbanks, both the University of Alaska and the local airport have their own police forces, which can assist other agencies and which can enforce traffic laws statewide.  
Police in Alaska actively enforce the law prohibiting driving while intoxicated, which carries a mandatory three-day sentence for first offenders and is a felony for a third offense.  DUI also results in impoundment of the vehicle.  Refusing to take a breath test carries the same penalty as driving while intoxicated, and the vehicle does not have to be moving to qualify as “driving”.

Drivers must remember that an inoperative traffic signal is legally an all-way stop signal.  Red-light running is a major cause of accidents in Anchorage, and it is also the subject of intensive enforcement.  
In case of immediate danger, 911 is the statewide emergency number.  If using a cell phone on a military base, advise the dispatcher immediately that the problem is on the base so the call can be forwarded.
Other numbers for potential problems are:


Anchorage Police, non-emergency: (907) 786-8500


Alaska State Troopers, non-emergency: (907) 269-5511


Federal Bureau of Investigation: (907) 276-4441


Alaska District Security Office: (907) 753-2513


The number for the USACE and/or Federal response office will be 



distributed when that office is established.

Drivers need to be aware of the special hazards of winter driving.  Ice is a continual problem during the winter months, especially as Anchorage frequently has periods of melting and refreezing during the winter and also has occasional freezing rain.  Four wheel drive is not a cure-all; it helps you to go, but does not help you stop.  Also, four wheel drive and front wheel drive vehicles do not handle the same as rear wheel drive vehicles in icy conditions.
Snow is also a problem.  Wet snow tends to produce slippery roads, while dry snow can blow around, creating drifts and whiteout conditions. 

An additional problem is that the sun is near the horizon for an extended period in winter, creating glare that makes driving difficult.

Drivers and passengers must carry appropriate clothing in case of accident or breakdown.  While the Anchorage temperature can get below zero Fahrenheit, with windchill making it seem much colder, some of the  most dangerous conditions occur around freezing.  Melting snow can saturate footgear and insulated clothing, causing very rapid heat loss, cold injuries, and hypothermia.
Anchorage and the adjacent boroughs also have a fairly large population of moose, which are hard to see at night and which frequently walk across a road even when there is heavy traffic.  Moose have even walked down a street in downtown Anchorage, and wandered into the emergency entrance at a local hospital.  Because of their heavy bodies and long legs, a moose can drop through the windshield of a car that hits the animal.  Spring through fall, brown and black bears are also occasionally hit by vehicles in Anchorage.
In regard to wild animals, it is illegal to feed moose, bear, and several other species of wildlife. On occasion, a moose that has been accustomed to being fed by people has walked up to within a few feet of another person, looking for a handout, and become annoyed because the person did not have any food available.
In case an accident does occur, Anchorage has four hospitals: Elmendorf (military, on the base); Alaska Regional (public, in north Anchorage close to the base, next to Merrill Field Airport); Providence (public, in midtown), and the Alaska Native Medical Center in Southeast Anchorage.  The Mat-Su Regional Hospital provides services in the Palmer-Wasilla area, north of Anchorage.  There are also several clinics in the region that handle minor emergency treatment.  Some of these facilities may be inoperative following an earthquake, but additional emergency treatment facilities will probably be activated.  Normally USACE employees use Elmendorf Hospital for on-the-job injuries, but other hospitals may be used depending on availability and the urgency of the situation.
