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 GUIDANCE  

FOR WORK PROPOSED NEAR OR WITHIN  
A FEDERALLY CONSTRUCTED FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS 

 
 General Information 
 
1.  Purpose.  This information has been compiled to provide general guidance regarding 
engineering, operation and maintenance aspects of construction within the critical area of flood 
control projects constructed by the Corps of Engineers.  The critical area is generally considered 
the area from 300 feet riverward to 500 feet landward of a flood control project centerline.  In 
some instances the critical area is extended beyond 500 feet if any impact on the flood control 
project can be considered. 
 
2.  Responsibilities.  Local sponsors are responsible for controlling all construction which occurs 
within the critical area. The Corps of Engineers provides engineering review to ensure that any 
work within or near the flood control unit does not reduce the level of protection and to assure 
the continued integrity of the flood control system.  COE comments and recommendations are 
provided to the local sponsor for their utilization. 
 
3. Submittals.  
 
a.    Transmittal.  Submittals regarding proposed construction are to be processed through the 
appropriate local sponsor.  Alternatively, submittals may be sent directly to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, Geotechnical Design and Dam Safety Section, provided the submittal is 
coordinated with, and a copy provided to the local sponsor.  No reviews will proceed without 
permission of the local sponsor.. If needed, a point of contact with a local sponsor may be 
obtained from the Geotechnical Design and Dam Safety Section at 816-389-3988.  
 
b.  Required Information.  Each submittal should clearly identify on the cover page the official 
levee unit name and river mile designation, project name and description/purpose, location by 
levee station of project, designer point of contact, and date of submittal. 
 
c.  Copies.  The number of copies of the submittal required for the engineering review varies 
depending upon the features of the proposed work and the flood control project features 
impacted. As a general rule, three complete sets of documents should be provided to the Corps of 
Engineers.  If additional copies are necessary, the designer will be notified.  Each submittal 
package should include the completed forms within this guidance, all applicable analyses and 
design, and plans and specifications.  Partial submittals should be avoided; however, there are 
special circumstances where partial submittals will be necessary (such as large phased (staged) 
construction projects and construction projects where some of the design is completed during 
construction).  These should be coordinated with the Corps of Engineers in advance. 
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d.  Review Schedule.  The sponsor and designer should allow six to eight weeks for Corps of 
Engineers coordination, scheduling, comment development and consolidation, and mailing of 
comments to the sponsor for each submittal review.  Submittal packages that are complete and 
include a completed checklist will be given higher priority than incomplete submittals.  Review 
duration should be considered by the designer within the construction documents when design 
and/or submittals are required as part of the construction contract.  If the designer and/or sponsor 
believe an expedited review is warranted, a letter requesting an expedited review (with suspense 
date), stating the justification, should be provided. 
 
4.  Designer Responsibility.  The designer should verify they have the most recent guidance prior 
to beginning design.  Both the construction and permanent cases should be addressed within the 
submittal.  In general, the designer should address the impact on the flood control project’s 
seepage (through and under), stability (earthen and structural), ponding area storage, hydraulic 
conveyance (channels, drainage structures, and ditches), restoration of all features to original 
condition, and maintenance of flood protection within the critical area during construction.  The 
designer should coordinate with the local sponsor and become familiar with features of the flood 
control project in the vicinity of the proposed work.  Common features include earthen 
embankments, flood walls, stability berms, underseepage berms, rock slope protection, foreshore 
and landward blankets, pressure relief wells, collector pipes, toe drains, drainage structures and 
ditches, ponding areas, closure structures, pump stations, levee ramps, and levee turnouts. 
 
5.  Reference Materials.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reference materials are accessible 
through the internet at http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/usace-docs/.  A phone number is provided 
for ordering at this site also.   
 
6.  Additional Reviewers.  The focus of this guidance is engineering aspects as it pertains to 
federally constructed flood control projects.  In addition, submittal should be coordinated on 
each project with the Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch (816-389-3670).  If the project has 
the potential to impact navigation structures, then both Operations Technical Support Branch 
(816-389-3640)  and the Corps of Engineers Hydraulic Section (816-389-3119) should be 
coordinated with during the design process.  The designer and/or sponsor should coordinate as 
necessary with these organizations to insure a complete submittal is provided. 
 
7.  Interior Drainage.  Interior drainage is generally not a Corps of Engineers responsibility.  This 
normally falls under the local sponsor or another local agency or governing body.  The sponsor 
should coordinate and address proposed alterations which may increase or reroute (redistribute) 
interior run-off.  In general, the Corps of Engineers located and sized drainage structures through 
levees and flood walls based on drainage areas, storage areas, and run-off quantities at the time 
the Federally flood control project was being designed for construction.  Changes such as 
pavements, sewer lines, excavation, and filling may increase the interior run-off or reroute the 
run-off such that the designed drainage structures can no longer effectively discharge without 
induced interior ponding/flooding. 
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8. Guidance Updates.   The posted information is subject to change and modification, so users 
are advised to check this web site for any updates.  We welcome any comments that users may 
have regarding improvements or additional topics.  Please contact us via E-Mail, phone, or mail.  
 

---  END  --- 


