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APPENDIX 7-H-12

MEMORANDUM FOR INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS FOR DEBRIS REDUCTION SITES AND AIR CURTAIN INCINERATOR OPERATIONS

SAMPLE
REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF

CEXXX-XX-SO (385-40)                                     


Date: 

MEMORANDUM FOR AREA ENGINEER

SUBJECT:  Industrial Hygiene and Safety Considerations for Debris Reduction Sites and Air Curtain Incinerator Operations

1.  The following information is provided for your use in daily discussions with your field personnel.  These are some Industrial Hygiene considerations for Debris Reduction Sites and Air Curtain Incinerator Operations.  The potential for serious injury is immense for the public, our personnel, and contractor employees.  You are in a position to influence the amount of effort your people expend to enforce safety.  Please convey your concerns on this subject to your team personnel.

2.  Identification of waste as it comes on site is very important.  Garbage, commercial/industrial waste, and commercial roofing material should not be accepted. Take only yard debris, metal, and residential household debris.

3.  Traffic control is a serious concern.  Establishment of a traffic control system is very important to the safety of individuals and equipment on the site.  The platform for the counter/checker should be stable, and orange vests, flags and protective clothing as helpful shall be utilized.  Maintaining a low speed through this area will keep excess dust down.  A response plan for emergency purposes shall be on-site at all times.  Routes to medical facilities shall be known beforehand and mapped out for the quickest access.

4.  Acceptable debris such as burnable trees and yard trash shall be separated from such items as mattresses, furniture, carpeting, PVC piping, plastics and metals.

5.  A separate hazardous waste site shall be roped off, lined, and have a berm for such items as batteries, biohazardous waste, 55 gallon drums, paints, solvents, pesticides and compressed gas cylinders.  If leaks are noted in any of the containers, notify the responsible person for HTRW in the EFO.
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6.  Filling the Air Curtain Incinerator pit shall be accomplished by the pick and drop method using a grapple.  DO NOT ALLOW CONTRACTOR TO PUSH THE DEBRIS IN THE PIT.  This may compromise the integrity of the pit walls resulting in a possible pit wall failure.

7.  The grapple should be air-conditioned to minimize heat stress and exposure to dust and noise of the operator.

8.  When cleaning the ash out of pits, extreme heat, ash and noise are the hazards to watch.  It is recommended that a front-end loader be utilized to remove ash.

9.  Initial air monitoring by the contractor should be done to establish worker exposure.  The exposure of workers routinely involved in cleaning and loading the incinerator pit must be documented.

10.  Based upon monitoring results, it may be necessary for the contractor to establish a Respiratory Project Program and Medical Surveillance.  At a minimum, incinerator pit personnel shall use a 1/2-face negative pressure respirator if required.

11.  There shall be initial bulk sampling (TCLP, PLM for asbestos) of ash as well as personal sampling based on results of the bulk sampling.

12.  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) shall be utilized if needed.  Portable showers shall also be utilized if needed.

13.  Heat stress shall also be monitored.
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